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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. ic! 


If you haven't got 90 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 

You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 
If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. a 


Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Customer enquiries: 01424 755755: 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1994 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
Colour origination by Colourscan 
Overseas Pte Ltd 

Printed by Southernprint 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 
Whisper and Bold start 

the long journey back 

to White Deer Park. 


ALL ABOUT...Sparrows 
The male bird builds a 
rather untidy nest, then 
looks for a mate to share it. 


FASCINATING FACTS 

Hot off the press, comes 
Chronicle, Farthing Wood’s 
very own newspaper. 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Now’s your chance to learn 
the Green Cross code. 
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HOW TO DRAW 

Rollo doesn’t have the 
biggest brain in the world, 
but he’s got a kind heart. 


SECRET WORLD OF... 
Arailway embankment 
These man-made nature 
reserves are rarely 
disturbed by humans. 
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Whisper shows Bold 
around the town, catching 
some rats on the way. 
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Things were looking up for Bold, he had 
found a mate, Whisper, and they had both 
made a new friend in Rollo, a dog. 


One afternoon, Bold and Whisper were 
waiting to play with their new friend. 
“Rollo’s late,” said Bold, “I do hope 
nothing’s wrong.” 


They were worried about their friend, so 
they went to his kennel to see what was the 
matter. They found Rollo tied up. “My 
master’s gone away and someone else comes 
to feed me now. She tied me up,” he howled. 


are clever!” exclaimed Rollo. 


“All right!” said Bold. “No need to go on. 
We'll soon set you free.” Whisper chewed 
through Rollo’s lead. 


Rollo was so hungry by this time, that the 
foxes decided to take him hunting. They 
went to the canal to catch some rats, but 
Rollo got over-excited, splashing about in 
the water and barking loudly. 


“We mustn’t be selfish,” reasoned Whisper. 


“Aren’t you coming in?” barked Rollo. Autumn came, but Whisper and Bold “And if we want them to be born in your 
“What's the point?” said Bold. “You’ve were nice and warm, curled up in their Park, then we must leave now!” Bold was 
frightened all the rats away!” “Oh! There earth. “I’ve got something to tell you,” said very unhappy at the thought of going back 

I go again,” sighed Rollo. Whisper, “I'm carrying your cubs.” to face his father. 


“At least have a last meal before you go,” said 


“Oh! That’s wonderful!” said Bold, nuzzling Bold looked shocked. “But I swore never to Rollo. “Thank you,” said Bold, “we're going 
her. “I’m so happy!” he said. “That’s good,” go back!” he said. “I know,” answered to need it.” They tucked into Rollo’s food. 
replied Whisper, “because I want my cubs Whisper, “But you were on your own then ...” 

to be born somewhere safe. I want them to 


be born in White Deer Park.” 


Rollo was upset to hear that they were 
leaving. “Why do you have to go?” he 
howled, “I could help you look after the 
cubs.” “Whisper wants our cubs to be born 


in White Deer Park, like me,” sighed Bold. 


“I wish I could come with you,” said Rollo. 
“Your master would miss you,” replied 
Crow. “No, he wouldn’t, he’s out all day. 
It’s a dog’s life!” Whisper turned to leave. 


“So! After all your brave talk, you’re going 


“Have you any idea how far it is?” said Bold. “Because of your father, of course. ly cubs back!” said Crow. “Yes,” sighed Bold, “my 
“All the more reason to leave now,” replied will have his blood!” ase ef struggles are over, Crow. All my life I’ve 
Whisper. “Why did you accept me as your thought it was because y : tried to escape from my father’s shadow. 


grumbled Bold. “I do,” said Whisper. “But 


the cubs come first.” I’m fated. 


mate?” asked Bold. 


“Whisper only accepted me as her mate 
because of my father. I’m no good to her, 
except as a guide to lead her to his precious 
nature reserve. Goodbye, old friend.” 


Next week: Growing weaker. 


All About... 
or 


GGHi! If you find a jellyfish 

washed up on the shore, it will 
probably be one of my relatives — a 
Common jellyfish. We are one of about 
12 kinds of jellyfish that float about 

in the seas off the British Isles. 

We jellyfish are simple animals 

called coelenterates (that’s pronounced 
seal-en-terates). We have no brain, 
ears or eyes and we can’t move about 
quickly. Still, we do have a big 
advantage over lots of other sea 
creatures: we have tentacles, which are 
armed with stinging cells. We catch 
our prey with these, and they usually 
protect us against being eaten by other 
predators larger than ourselves.99 


FROM EGG TO ADULT 

I’m a female jellyfish. When the male’s sex 
organs are ripe, he releases sperm into the 
water and | draw it into my body to fertilize my 
eggs. These grow into tiny embryos, which can 
float. When | release them, they drift on toa 
rocky shelf, or sometimes even on to the pile of 
a pier. Here, they develop into bell-shaped 
creatures with tentacles. As they grow longer, 
they divide into many tiny discs, which break off, 
one by one, and float away. These discs, which 
have eight ‘arms’, are the larvae and they drift 
with other plankton near the surface. Gradually, 
the spaces between their arms fill in until they 
become the same shape as the adults. 


Squirrel says 


Never touch a jellyfish or 
a Portuguese man-o'-war. 
‘ Even when they're washed 

“<p on the shore, they 
‘ \\ oan still sting you. 


Like most other jellyfish, 
| have an umbrella-shaped 
body, often called a bell, 
which is made up largely 
of transparent jelly. | have 
a fringe of short tentacles 
at the edge and four long, 
frilly mouth tentacles, 
which | use like arms to 
pass food into my mouth. 
The mouth, which is on 
the underside of my body, 
is my only opening, and 
leads into a sac where my 
food is digested. The 
four, pale purple oval 
shapes at the centre are 
my reproductive organs. 


Most of the time, we jellyfish drift about in the currents, 
stunning any prey that swims our way, but we can also move 
up and down, using muscles. These allow us to tighten up 
our bodies, pushing away the water underneath our ‘bells’. 


It looks a bit like a jellyfish, but the 
x , Portuguese man-o’-war belongs to a 
e=8 different ‘order’, called siphonophores. 
\\ Each man-o’-war is made up of many 
creatures, called polyps, and has a 
gas-filled float with a purplish crest and 
amass of stinging tentacles. These are 
so long that a human can be stung 
without ever seeing the man-o’-war 


All About... 
Who’s who 


66Most of the jellyfish that live off 
the British Isles float about in the 
open sea. From time to time, they 
are blown ashore. The Common 
jellyfish, which is about 30cm in 
diameter, does not sting humans, 
but others do, even when they 
have been washed up on the shore. 
Check out which are the stingers 
and don’t get too close to them.99 


The Compass jellyfish has a ring of dark 
brown, V-shaped lines leading from the 
centre to the edge of its bell. Twenty-four 
long tentacles trail from the rim and four 
frilly, mouth tentacles hang from the centre. 
It measures about 30cm in diameter. It can 
sting humans, so watch out. 


This orangey mauve jellyfish, 
called a Lion’s mane, has a 
mass of long trailing tentacles 
and four frilly mouth tentacles. 
The largest one ever found off 
Britain had tentacles stretching 
over 13.7m and its bell measured 
9icm in diameter. Usually they 
are only about half this size. Its 
sting can be very painful. 


This purplish-blue jellyfish is 

closely related to the Lion’s 
mane. It only grows to 30cm 
and its sting is less powerful. 


LIFE-SAVING TIGHTS 
The deadliest jellyfish in the world, called the Sea wasp, 
is found off the coast of Queensland in Australia. 

Its venom has killed at least 66 people there since 1880. 
Apparently, lifesavers can protect themselves against 
being stung by wearing outsize tights! 


This small jellyfish (Pelagia noctiluca) is 
mushroom shaped and has brown speckles 
on its bumpy bell. It has eight thin stinging 
tentacles dangling from the edge of the bell 
and four large mouth tentacles hanging 
down from the centre. If you disturb it at 
night, it gives off light. It can sting humans. 


This jellyfish (Rhizostoma pulmo) has a tall, 
domed bell with eight long, frilly mouth 
tentacles, which are joined together at the 
top and hang down from the centre. It has 
no stinging tentacles round the edge. It is 
harmless to humans. 


= 


Weasel’ s Easel 
Although most small fish and 
crustaceans that bump into a ; 
jellyfish’s tentacles are stunne 
by the stinging cells, the young 

of certain fish — such as 
Whiting, Haddock and — 
don’t seem to be affected. " 
often shelter under the bells 0 
the jellyfish, perhaps to escape 
from their predators. 


. ! 
ear Friends: 
How would you like to win 
a fabulous Farthing Wood 
plaster casting set? The 
first 16 Farthing Wood fans 
to solve our simple riddle 
will each win a plaster cast 
set with Weasel, Adder, 
Toad, Mole, Owl, Badger 
and Fox to make. For the wy aid the boy watt 
runners-up, we've got 20 ruler in bed? 
plaster cast wall plaques 
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aged 14 Look at the man’s big toe, 
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il save that wee NEW" 
sae the man’s enormous boot 
I'll take you home, 
And I'll write a letter, 
the RSPCA, ; 
na you will stay there until 
you're better. 
Karen Lamb, aged 9 
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| like Ranger, 

I think he’s quite fair, 
But as for old Scarface, 
He should start to care, 
About other creatures, 
Then he’ll come to see, 
That he can be friends, 
With the Fox’s family. 


Lucy Ann Williams, aged 6% 
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Mark Bailey’s mum made this impressive Badger cake for his 
7th birthday. Lucky Mark! 


There is a £5 
book token for 
anything used on 
this page- 
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anemone looks like a 
| blob of jelly stuck to the 
| | rocks — can you spot 


1 At low tide, the Beadlet 
| 


some on the right-hand 
rocks? Once underwater, 
| dozens of tentacles 
spring out to catch small 
fish, paralysing them 


pushing them into the ~ 
anemone’s mouth. 


The Five-bearded 
rockling gets its name 
from the five pointed feelers, or 
barbels, on its chin and snout. 

These are sensitive to touch 
and help the fish to feel its 
way round the rock pool. 


\ 


\J 


oe 


its tentacles in when digesting a i 
meal, making its body look just G 
like a juicy strawberry! A sucker . 
foot holds it tightly on to the rock 
so the waves can’t knock it off. 


The Velvet swimming crab is the most ferocious of 
all crabs. This strong swimmer will rear up on its back 
legs if it is threatened, and wave its 
claws about. If it loses a claw in 
battle, a new one will grow 
to replace it, 
sometimes in as 
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Starfish have lots of little tubular 
feet underneath their arms, which 
they use to travel around, hunting 
for mussels and other shell 
creatures. They prise open shells 
with their arms, then eat the 
creature inside by turning their 7’ 
stomachs inside out over the 
top of their victim. 


There are seven Dog whelks 
creeping across the rocks on 
the look-out for lunch. 


Long-spined sea scorpions lurk in. 
the seaweed, waiting foramealto {7 
swim by. Their large mouths open 
wide, so they can swallow smaller 
fish in one gulp. When 
alarmed, they raise their 
sharp spines 
to make 
themselves 
look bigger 
and frighten 
off attackers. 


SD Seaweeds belong to a group of plants 
called algae. These unusual plants 

y have no roots, no flowers and no 
leaves. Instead, they have a long, 
branched stem, called a thallus. The 
seaweeds attach themselves to rocks 
with special grippers, called holdfasts. 


The Dog whelk feeds on mussels, barnacles and 
limpets. You can tell which it has been eating by 
whether its shell is dark (mussels) or light 
(barnacles and limpets). 
After mating, females 
lay egg capsules 
in cracks in the 
rock. Tiny whelks 
hatch from these 
about four 
months later. 
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Discovering Nature ES , 
SHELLWORK ‘ 


You’ll often find us rabbits playing on the beach. If a 
predator comes along we dive down into our burrows. 
Many sea creatures can’t run for cover, but they have 
spectacular shells to protect them. Make sure you don 
pick a shell off the beach if there’s an animal in “i 


TRITON TRUMPET i. 
This is the best known of the triton shells, and it’s still ~~ ey wf I: 
used as a horn in some parts of the world. ERS a ae 
It can grow up to 40cm long. oe 


ie ay CHINA LIMPETS 
<oe > cat ee These creatures’ shells are about 60mm 


SCALLOP 
You can recognize this shell by its fan 
shape, and the two ‘ears’ along the 
hinge. It grows.to about 15cm long. 


* ~, high. Some of them have ahole at the 
- top of the shell, and are called keyhole 
limpets. Thread them on some button 

‘ thread to make a necklace. 


COCKLE E 
This.is a bivalve, which means it has. _ 
two valves (shells) held together by 
ahinge. It grows upto 
50mm across. ~ 


STERILIZING 
SWELLS 


If you want to keep your 
shells for a long time, 
sterilize them first. Ask 
an adult to help. 

Put the shells into a 
saucepan of cold water 
and bring it slowly to the 
4 boil. Let it boil gently for 
four minutes. Turn off 
the heat and take out 
the shells. Leave them 
J) overnight on some 
Z, kitchen paper to dry. 


. PEA URCHINS 
‘These are the smallest - 
urchins in Europe, growing 
‘to only about.15mm long. 


DISPLAY BOX 


If you enjoy collecting shells, make a box for them. 


Squirrel says 
If you find a shell on 
the beach, don’t take 
it home unless you're 
sure it's empty. 


You will need: six large, empty matchboxes, 
glue, paint brush, paint, sterilized shells, tissue 
paper, saucepan, kitchen roll, cardboard, pencil. 


| Peel off the paper covers 
from six large matchboxes, Glue 
the boxes together to make one 


2 Paint your display box 
inside and out. When the 
paint is completely dry, line 
the compartments with 
tissue paper. 


3 Sort the shells into different types and put 
each type into a different compartment in your 
display box. Write the shell names on pieces of 
card, and label the compartments. 


You will need: 
. old thick dinner 
‘\ plate; old knife and 
spoon, sterilized 

‘\ shells, old mixing 
" bowl, small 
packet of 
plaster (from a 
craft shop), 
newspaper, 
varnish, paint 
brush, adhesive 
picture hook. 


you like. Put down some newspaper on your 
working surface. Mix up a small packet of 
plaster with water. Use half as much water as 
plaster, so you get a really thick consistency. 


2 Using an old knife, spread the plaster 


over the top side of an o/d dinner plate, 
so that you get a layer about 5mm thic! R- 


3 Working from the outside in, gently 
press your shells into the plaster. Don’t 
press too hard, or they'll disappear! 


paw 
one, ae Be 


4 Keep going until 
you've finished your 
design. Leave the plate to 
harden for two days. Paint 
over the design with clear 
varnish so that the shells 
{ook nice and shiny. Leave 
to dry overnight. 


§ Stick an adhesive picture hook 
on to the back of the plate so you 

can hang it on the wall. Make sure 
you have a strong hook, because 

the plate will be quite heavy. 


Squirrel says 
Keep the window 
open while you're 
using varnish. 


SWELL PLATE 


. ry peers ets » 3 ar 


You don’t need to worry about this crab 
-. grabbing you with his pincers. 


You will need: 

stiff paper, pencil, ruler, scissors, paper 
plate (about 24cm across), paint, paint 
brush, felt tip, glue, paper fasteners. 


SPIRAL 


Most shells are spiral in shape, 
and they often have spiral 
patterns on them, too. Making 
spirals is just about the only fun 
thing to do with the protractor 
from your geometry set! 


You will need: 
compasses, ruler, paper, pencil, 
protractor, crayons. 


fold 
fold ° 


fold 
fold 


pincer 


claw 


2 Following the diagram, 
draw the crab’s body 
parts on the folded paper. 


4 Use a pencil and ruler to mark 5cm squares on a 
. 20x 30cm sheet of stiff red or orange paper. Cut the 
. paper in half lengthways. Paint your paper plate the 
same colour as the paper (or as near as you can get). 


—<—_‘<_——. 
claw top 


3 Keeping the paper folded, cut out the body 
pieces. Using these pieces as templates, cut out 
more body pieces, so that, in total, you have eight 
legs, two pincers, two claw tops and two claws. 


4 ret 4 
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1 Draw a circle with compasses. 
Rule a line across the circle, 

through the middle. Starting from 
that line, use a protractor to mark 
off 30° angles round the circle. 


claw 
pincer 


claw top 


a 4 Fold each leg in half lengthways, with the 
squares on the outside. 


2 Follow 
your 30° marks 
to divide your 
circle into 12 
segments with 
a pencil and 


§ Using the 5cm square marks 
as a guide, make two folds in 
each leg as Shown. 


2 & Fold the pincers, claws and claw 
. tops in half lengthways. Fasten them 
_ ~together, as shown. 


? Glue the legs and fasten the 
» = claws to the body. Use a felt tip 
- > to draw a face on your crab. 


3 Mark 3mm in 
on one of the lines. Go to the next 
line (it doesn’t matter which side) and 
mark 6mm in. Going in the same 
direction, keep marking in this way, 
with each mark being 3mm further 

in than the one before. 


4 Join up all the marks 
and colour in your 

spiral. Try ‘ 
making a 

spiral going 
the other 
way, too. 
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Puzzle tt ouf = 


Bp D Bold followed the direction she was pointing, Then a flash of white caught Bold’s eye and, 
D but couldn’t see a thing. “If the panther is as coming closer, he saw a beautiful fox. “Ooh,” he 


black as night, well then, it’s impossible forme — called out in amazement, “you have a white coat!” 


“There’s a place a bit like White Deer Park That night he sneaked into the wildlife park. to see her,” he thought. “I think the owl was “I’m an Arctic fox,” said the caged animal. “I 

near here,” Bold said to Crow, “where some “What are yooo doooing here?” hooted the owl. having a joke on me.” come from the North where there is lots of snow 

rare and unusual animals live. Humans come “I’ve just come to have a look, if that’s all Looking round, he saw a chunky, hairy creature and no-one can see me in my home territory. 

and look at them.” right,” Bold said, politely. | munching some grass. “Why, for a moment | People like to catch Arctic foxes for their fur.” 
“That’s a wildlife park,” answered Crow. “Certainly,” said the owl. “In fact, if you want |X thought you were a badger,” cried Bold. “Well, you're safe here,” comforted Bold. “And | 
“| think I'll try and get into it and snoop to see an unusual animal, look for the black \ ) “That often happens, but I’m a wombat from, wouldn’t mind looking like you.” 

around,” said Bold. panther over there.” { | $ Australia,” said the creature, grumpily, and ' He was beginning to get hungry. “And at least 


Y a lumbered off. WA you’re fed,” he added. “I’ve got to go hunting 
WILDLIFE PARK MAZE rr aie = ; y now — good-bye.” _ Y, 
Can you find your way round the wildlife park? Y a = ; 

First visit the black panther, then watch the 

otters being fed, then go to pets’ corner, then 

look at the flamingos and, lastly, reach the exit. a 
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“f SPOTTING ANIMALS 
Wy It’s not always easy to see 


animals in a wildlife park. 
Can you spot a lion, a 
swan, a peacock and 


As Bold left the park, he turned to see a 
wistful white face watching him, and he 
realized that the fox was bored and lonely. 


vs ” 


ie NOI Wig » 
You 


WILDLIFE PARK . 7d C ut , 

CROSSWORD OU - 

Fill in the crossword ‘Ul nee A Or for acy, De 

by solving the : aq 
Take it in turns to throw the dice and move 


picture clues. 


your counter according to the number it 
shows. If you land on an animal, repeat 
the noise it makes until your next turn. 

Make as much noise as you can — 
it’s the noisy game! 
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BUTTERFLY HOUSE 
In the butterfly | 
house there are 
two butterflies the 
same and two 
flowers the same - 
can you see them? 
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